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mothers whose watchfulness nothing escapes, but who are
not on the look-out for what is bad. It is a matter of obser-
vation, and pretty well-known, that suspicion and anxious
watchfulness and expectation are more likely to provoke
wrong-doing than to check it. Every right-minded child
resents them, and others can easily find means to evade
what is hateful. But when supervision is surrounded with
an atmosphere of trust, when it goes by the principle:
* Don't have anything to hide and then you will never be
afraid of being seen/ it acts in open daylight, and neither
provokes resentment nor invites manoeuvring to outwit its
precautions. The bright, untroubled, straightforward
eyes that we know, do not harbour resentment or mistrust;
they are frank, and their word is believed; they quite
understand. . . .
" Principles for the conduct of life are everything to a
girl. They may, . , . in a well-guided school, be learned
in the practice of everyday life. When children are
allowed to complete their studies, and are not cut short in
the best bloom of their awakening minds, the last years are
rich with experience, proportioned to their development, in
matters for which after-life will demand full exercise. The
elder girls in a school have a position which gives them as
much influence as they are able to exert. ... In school-
committees or sodalities, of which they may be members,
they can learn something of the administration of funds
and of the giving of accounts and reports. They may
acquire a little insight into social problems and the right
service of the poor; their minds will be besieged by such
questions as soon as they take up their life in the world,
and no education is now complete without some prepara-
tion for these rapidly-growing requirements. . . ."l
1 The Society oftbe Sacred Heart, pp. 82-90,